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JONATHAN F. THOMPSON
Executive Director & CEO

June 20, 2017

The Honorable Dave Reichert
Chairman, Subcommittee on Trade
Committee on Ways and Means
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Reichert:

On behalf of the National Sheriff’s Association, I write today to endorse HR 2792, the “Control Unlawful
Fugitive Felons (CUFF) Act.” Too often, criminal felons receive federal benefits they are not entitled to collect.
We believe this clarifying legislation will help remediate this recurring problem and strike the right balance.

The bill does a number of important things including: amending the Social Security Act to prohibit an
individual who is the subject of an outstanding arrest warrant for a felony or parole violation from receiving
Social Security Benefits; restoring the original intent of the 1996 law, revising current law to discontinue benefits
for individuals who are “the subject of an arrest warrant ...” compared to the previous language of “fleeing to
avoid” arrest, which was the main legal challenge; and applying only to felony charges, or a crime carrying a
minimum term of one or more years in prison. This policy does not intend to punish individuals convicted of
misdemeanors, such as outstanding parking tickets, as some have alleged.

Like you, I believe this is a commonsense bill that will give more Americans piece of mind in knowing

that tax dollars aren’t supporting criminal activity through continued benefits to those breaking the law. I applaud
your efforts on this issue and look forward to working with you to ensure the passage of this key legislation.

Sincerely, Z
Q‘an F. Thompson
Exedutive Director and CEO
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